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BOOK REVIEWS 

Mexico and its Reconstruction, by Chesteb Lloyd Jones. (New York 

D. Appleton & Co., 1922. $3.50.) 

Within the past few years so many books have been written on Mexico 
and so few of them treat comprehensively and fairly the many factors 
underlying the problems facing the government and peoples of our sister 
republic that Mr. Jones's contribution will be hailed by all students of 
Mexican affairs as one of the most valuable thus far offered. The 
volume is largely a study of interesting facts gleaned from official 
publications of both Mexico and the United States, supplemented by 
studies made by students of the Republic, both Mexican and foreign. 
The subject matter has been treated in an impartial manner by one who 
has a sympathetic understanding of the Mexican people and their 
institutions and who has endeavored to produce a work free from pre- 
conceived ideas and prejudices. 

In his introduction the writer points out that in one volume it is 
impossible to give a detailed picture of the complex elements entering 
a study of this sort. He has endeavored to indicate the various factors 
which must be taken into consideration in forming an opinion of 
"what may fairly be expected of a government working under such 
conditions as will confront Mexico during its trying period of recon- 
struction". In this he has succeeded admirably. 

Mr. Jones has not hestitated to criticise certain of the Mexican 
institutions, but his criticisms are not of the " reformer " type, but rather 
of an analytical observer who is endeavoring to give a true picture of 
applications of present and past systems and institutions. His praise 
of such of the institutions as justly merit praise, and of the praiseworthy 
characteristics of the Mexican, is unstinted. 

In his opening chapter the writer points out "Why Mexico is a 
Problem" and continues with a chapter on the heterogeneous elements 
entering any analysis of the population of Mexico. Three chapters 
are devoted to the government of Mexico and three to Mexican finance, 
sketching in a brief but comprehensive manner certain of the more 
important features of both these subjects. A fairly complete and 
interestingly detailed study is made of the Mexican laborer, his contract 
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with employers, wages and demands, and his opportunities. In the 
opinion of the reviewer the four chapters on this subject show Mr. Jones 
at his best. He has not only placed before the world certain interesting 
figures, but his discussion of the laborers' traits as formed by centuries 
of customs and molded by successive methods of overlordship gives a 
clear insight into one of the major reasons for the political unrest mani- 
fested during the last decade. 

Chapters are also devoted to the internal development of commerce 
and industries, transportation, colonization, the foreign commerce, the 
status of the foreigner in Mexico and a brief history of border troubles 
and Mexican American relations. 

Ralph H. Ackebman. 

A History of California: The Spanish Period. By Chables E. 

Chapman, Ph.D. (New York: The Macmillan Company, 1921. 

Pp. x, 527. Maps and illus. $5.00.) 

Professor Chapman who has spent thirteen years in the study of 
California history, and has seen virtually every document bearing upon 
this field, presents here a synthesis designed to appeal to the general 
public. In order to accomplish this purpose he has accorded consi- 
derable space to interesting and even almost fantastic incident. He 
gives a popular and attractive account of the geography and the native 
races of California, dwells upon the lost opportunity of the Mongolians, 
takes considerable pains to show the bearing of portions of his narrative 
upon present-day problems and conditions, delineates fully and with 
delicate touch the character of the Spanish heroes who have made their 
contribution to California history, and does not hesitate to relate at 
some length the romance of Razanof and the beautiful Concepci6n 
Argtiello. By these and similar methods he seeks to entice the reader, 
as it were, to dip into the more serious and heavy parts of the narrative 
where he may acquire new facts and a broader and more profound 
understanding of this portion of the North American continent, where 
he may behold California history "in its proper perspective" and be 
convinced that California has a "great deal more to contribute to the 
cherished traditions of the American people" than heretofore has been 
indicated. 

Whether the author has set forth this scholarly and reliable account 
of California history in such a fashion as to grip and hold the attention 
of the popular reader the future alone can decide. The task is by no 
means an easy one, although it should be, as Professor Chapman 



